
Win $1,500 and publication for a volume 
of original poetry in English by a living 
American or Canadian writer. 

This contest is open to poets at all stages of their careers. 
Finalists and semi-finalists may also then submit during any 
May reading period. Winner is announced by August 1 by 
Series Editor Andrea Carter Brown. 

Please review the submission details on our Guidelines page, 
then click the orange link there to our Submissions Manager. 
Easy! But do remember to remove all identifying information, 
including acknowledgments page, from your submission.

DEADLINE: January 15 - March 15

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: https://wordworksbooks.org/
submissions/guidelines/
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Publishing and supporting contemporary poetry for 
the cultural enrichment of humankind
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The Word Works, founded in 1974, is a 501(c)3 dedicated to publishing full-length poetry 
collections and creating community and audience for poetry. In addition to its general 
interest titles, it also publishes several specialized imprints: International Editions, The 
Hilary Tham Capital Collection, The Washington Prize, and The Tenth Gate Prize.

For further information, contact: 
Nancy White, President, The Word Works 
editor@wordworksbooks.org
wordworksbooks.org

The Knife Thrower’s Girl
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Winner of the 2020 Washington Prize

Meg Kearney draws on her acute powers of observation, a lively 
curiosity and her gift for gorgeous imagery to take us on a journey 
of personal exploration, discovery, and reconciliation. These 
surprising poems bring together the parallel but discreet worlds 
of human beings and birds, which talk to each other across the 
gulf between them. Constantly engaging, deeply satisfying, with a 
knowledge of birds and their behavior sufficient to satisfy even the 
most demanding birder, but never alienating the casual observer, 
with wit, musicality, and her own unflinching eye, Kearney gives us 
a page-turner we want never to end, its subject being the work in 
progress which is life and its abundant mysteries. 

—Andrea Carter Brown, Series Editor, author of  
The Disheveled Bed and Domestic Karma 

This book goes well beyond a metaphoric treatment of birds and 
their habits. Instead, their differing characteristics comprise a 
jumping-off point for a mythology of selfhood—a lens through 
which to examine and confront a personal history. The catalog of 
birds illustrates how happenstance and speculation determine 
who she is. Untranslatable and mysterious as any mythology, a 
various history of a changeable self accumulates in these inventive, 
charged, and often ecstatic poems. Meg Kearney’s poems both 
delight and complicate—at heart a spirit as unknowable and 
evocative as the birds themselves.

—Cleopatra Mathis, author of After the Body and Book of Dog

“Before I was born I was biggest of the clutch, already a burden / 
and slow to hatch,” Meg Kearney writes in her long-awaited and 
remarkable bird book—which is about birds and so much more. 
Against the backdrop of her parents’ death, the trauma of the 
Towers, and pervasive self-doubt, a young woman traces her history 
of flight, offering a narrative of heartbreak spliced with humor and 
filtered through the raucous assemblages of birds which inhabit 
her, “singing in the cage my bones make.” If birds provide music 
(“She just likes to say grackle, a crack-your- / knuckles, hard-candy 
word”) and spiritual sustenance (“the soul is a sparrow”), they also 
allow the narrator to negotiate her habitat: “’Bird seed—it’s in your 
hair,’ / my mother said, reaching for me.” Meg Kearney has crafted a 
dazzling book of personal transformations, moving and memorable.

—Michael Waters, author of The Dean of Discipline and Caw

Meg Kearney is the 
author of two full-length 
collections of poems, An 
Unkindness of Ravens and 
Home By Now, winner 
of the 2010 PEN New 
England L.L. Winship 
Award, as well as a 
heroic crown published 
as a chapbook titled The 
Ice Storm, a trilogy of 
novels in verse for teens, 
and the picture book 
Trouper. She directs the 
Solstice MFA Program in 
Massachusetts. 
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